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According to a Feb. 21 statement by Costa Rican Deputy Economy Minister Sandra Pizk, Central
American governments are planning to submit a proposal to the European Economic Community
(EEC) for some $350 million in aid to reactivate the Central American Common Market (CACM).
According to Pizk, EEC economic aid to Central America will be the major topic of discussion at a
Feb. 27-28 meeting in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, to be attended by foreign ministers from Central
America, the Rio Group (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela), and
the EEC. Agenda topics also include recovery of regional trade, and Central American governments'
foreign debt. In the past 12 years, the EEC has provided $365 million in aid to Central America
for projects ranging from coffee cultivation to fisheries. On Feb. 23, Honduran Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Eugenio Castro said the ministers will also review the EEC's commitment to
contribute funds through an extra-regional partnership program with the Central American Bank
of Economic Integration (CBEI). Castro also reported that Enrique Iglesias, president of the Inter-
American Development Bank, and CBEI representatives would attend the meeting in San Pedro
Sula. (Basic data from Xinhua, 02/21/89, 02/24/89)
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